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NORTH 
SPB Utility Services 

430 Stoker Avenue, #207  
Reno, NV 89503 

Phone (775) 329-7757   Fax (775) 329-3218   

SOUTH 
MWH Americas, Inc 

3010 W Charleston Blvd, Suite 100 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 

Phone (702) 878-8010   Fax (702) 878-7833 
 

 

Conference Call No. 1-866-394-4146; Participant Code: 899762484 
 

PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE TWO CONSECUTIVE MEETINGS ON THE SAME PHONE NO.: 
NWEA BOARD MEETING 11:30am – 12:45pm 

 NWEA-WEF MA OUTREACH 12:45 pm -1:30 pm 

 
MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT 

 
Attendees North: Suey Huey, Gary Hutchinson, Linda Peterson, Rick Warner 
 
 South:  Dave James, Angela MacKinnon, John Solvie, Margaret Regan, 

Keni Whalen, Jake Jacobson 
 
 Phone:  Jennifer McMartin, Stephen Long 

 
Nevada Water Environment Board (NWEA) Board Decisions are shown in italics. Action items are 

underlined. 

 

Dave James called the meeting to order at 11:40 am.  A quorum was present. 

 
1. Review and Approval of NWEA Board Meeting Minutes of October 21, 2009. 
 

Motion was made by Stephen Long, seconded by Linda Peterson, to approve the October 21, 

2009 minutes as presented.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report - Gary Hutchinson  

 
Motion was made by Stephen Long, seconded by Linda Peterson, to accept the treasurer’s report.  

The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
3. Board Reports – Voting Officers 

 
Past - President ..........................................Linda Peterson 

 

No report. 

 
President ....................................................Dave James 

 

MA Outreach Program meeting is set up for after this meeting. 

 
President - Elect..........................................Stephen Long 

 

No report. 
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Secretary ....................................................Angela MacKinnon 

 

No report. 
 
PWO Representative ..................................Charles Trushel 
 

Not present. 
 
WEF Delegate ............................................Eric Leveque 

 
Not present. 

 
4. WEF Representatives 

 
At-Large Delegate .......................................Starlin Jones 
 

Not present. 
 
Trustee .......................................................Rick Warner 
 

No report. 

 
5. Certification Board   Bill Shepherd, Jennifer McMartin 

 

No report. 
 

Association of Boards of Certification ..........John Solvie 

 

John has been busy planning the upcoming ABC Conference in January 2010. 
 

6. NWEA Operations Committee Reports 
 

Constitution & Bylaws .................................Stan Shumaker 
 

Not present. 
 
Conference Committee ...............................Linda Peterson, Stephen Long 
 

The first conference planning meeting will be on December 9, 2009.  The Utah WEA will be held in 

April 2010, same time as the Nevada WEA conference.  Action Items: The Board and committee 

members are tasked with coming up with creative themes for the conference. 
 
Nominating Committee ................................Linda Peterson 
 

Submissions for the secretary position for next year can be emailed to Linda Peterson. A call for 

nominations can be included in the next newsletter. 

 
Awards Committee ......................................Eric Leveque 

 

Not present. 
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7. Services to the Professional Community and the Public   

Goal: integrate needs of professional community into all outreach activities, and make membership 
materials and a membership coordinator available at all events. 

 
Communications 
Publications ................................... Rob Davies 

 

John Solvie has a CD with public service announcements (PSAs) about Nevada and will send a link 

or CD to Rob.  This information can be included on the website or in the newsletter. 

 
Website.......................................... Suey Huey  
 

No report. 
 
Membership Development 
Membership ................................... Northern NV: Stephen Long 
  ................................... Southern NV: Thomas Rura 
 

Angela discussed the membership report for November 2009.  The number of current members 

increased and delinquent and expired members decreased, which is good news.  An email was 

drafted that will be sent out to delinquent and expired members to remind them to renew their 

membership.  Action Item: Board and Committee members are tasked with talking to members about 

renewing their membership. 
 
Young Professionals ...................... Northern NV: Candice Siwarga 
  ...................... Southern NV: Vacant 
 

Candice is busy organizing the YP Summit in Puerto Rico.  Some of the planned activities include a 

Tiki Night and tour of the treatment facilities at the Bacardi Plant.  The speaker sessions are being 

finalized and Candice will report on that next month. 

 

The YP is planning a joint activity with ASCE YMF. 

 

A Membranes Webcast geared towards YPs was coordinated by Hannah Wilner and Mary Portillo 

was one of the speakers.   

 

Dave James is looking for a replacement for Hannah as the YP Chair in the south, as she is busy 

with WEF on the national level.   
 
Professional Development and Continuing Education 
Tri-State Conference ...................... Keni Whalen, Bruce Dacko, Eric Leveque, Dave Ruegge 
 

The first planning meeting for Tristate will be held December 3
rd

.  Alternative venues may be 

considered in the future. 
 
Circuit Rider…………………… ....... Linda Peterson, Starlin Jones 
 

No report. 
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Operator Training ........................... College of Southern Nevada:  Bill Shepherd 
  ........................... Truckee Meadows Community College:   Vacant 

 

Dave added the Truckee Meadows Community College to the Operator Training Committee.  

Jennifer has an agenda item on the Certification Board to consider distance learning for operators in 

the north.  Action Item: Jennifer will contact Dave about the outcome from the Certification Board 

meeting. 
 
Professional Development.............. Northern NV: Starlin Jones, John Buzzone  
  ............. Southern NV: Margaret Regan  

 

The Pump Class was instructed by Paul Krauth at the Clark County Water Reclamation District and 

was held over a 3-day period. The class content was applicable to operators, maintenance staff, and 

engineers.  Greg Turner and Jeff Mills did a great job organizing this class. 

 

Tom and Jake have been discussing classes that correspond to requirements of certification programs 

for collection systems (i.e confined space, pipeline assessment and certification program, etc).  They 

are willing to take the show on the road and travel around Nevada.  The first class will be held in 

southern Nevada and the second class will be held in northern Nevada.  A class will be planned for 

the NWEA 2010 Conference. 
 
Public and K-12 Outreach 
Public Education ............................ Northern NV: Dave Bruketta, Candice Siwarga  
  ............................. Southern NV: Maria Stosich, Jill Christiano 
 

No report. 
 
Stockholm Junior Water Prize ........ Northern NV:  Candice Siwarga 

  ........ Southern NV: Bruce Dacko, Maria Stosich 
 

No report. 
 
Engineers without Borders ............. Northern NV:  Vacant 
  ............... Southern NV: Eric Leveque 

 

No report. 
 
Water for People ............................ Vacant 
 

No report. 
 
Topical Committees 
Safety Committee .......................... Vacant 
 

No report. 
 
Collections Committee ................... Jake Jacobson, Tom Rura 
 

No report. 
 
Nonpoint Source Committee  .......... Northern NV: Candice Siwarga 
  .......... Southern NV: Angela MacKinnnon 
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A minimum of one day will be planned for both water quality and stormwater topics. 
 
Reuse Committee .......................... John Buzzone, Mary Carr Portillo 

a) Reuse Nevada ............ Northern NV: Dwayne Smith 
  ............. Southern NV: Mary Carr Portillo 
 

NWEA may have an opportunity to participate in providing technical assistance for indirect potable 

reuse (IPR) with NDEP.  IPR will be a session for the upcoming conference. 
 

b) Water Reuse Assn ...... Vacant 
 

No report. 
 
Cal/Nevada AWWA Liaison ............ Northern NV: Joe Crim 
 ............ Southern NV:  Vacant 

        

No report. 
 

8. Old Business 
a) NWEA committee structure and operation – Should we consolidate, and if so, how? 

 

No report. 
 

9. New Business 
 

a) It was proposed to rescheduled meetings to be every 2 months. 
 

This will be discussed at another meeting. 
 

10. Next Meeting Date: Date proposed – Wednesday, January 20, 2010.  
 

 Proposed Locations: North: SPB Utility Services; South: MWH Americas, Inc 
 

11. Adjourn NWEA Meeting: 12:45pm 
 

Please note WEF MA Outreach Meeting was not part of the NWEA Board Meeting; therefore, minutes 

from the WEF MA Outreach Meeting are not included in the NWEA Board Meeting Minutes. 

 

Respectfully Submitted By, 

 

 

 

Angela MacKinnon 

Secretary 


