
NEVADA  BOARD  of  CERTIFICATION  for 
WASTEWATER  TREATMENT  PLANT  OPERATORS 

 

Adrian J. Edwards, Chairman          Joe Crim, Jr., Vice Chairman 

Michael Drinkwater      Andrew Joyner      Brian Oswalt      LeAnna Risso      John Solvie 
 

  
Page 1 

 
  

MEETING  MINUTES 

The Nevada Board of Certification for Wastewater Treatment Plant Operators held a public meeting on 

Thursday, April 04, 2016 at the Nugget Hotel and Casino located at 1100 Nugget Avenue in Sparks, 

Nevada.  In compliance with NRS 241.020, the Notice of Public Meeting and Agenda were posted before 

09:00 AM at least three (3) working days prior to the meeting. 

1. Call to Order 

Chairman Edwards called the meeting to order at 09:22 AM. 

 

2. Roll Call and Introduction of Guests 

 

Board Position Name Present Absent 

Chairman Adrian Edwards X  

Vice Chairman Joe Crim  X 

Secretary LeAnna Risso X  

Member Michael Drinkwater X  

Member Andrew Joyner X  

Member Brian Oswalt X  

Member John Solvie X  

Program Administrator Ashley Jacobson X  

Program Administrator Jake Jacobson X  

 

Guest Representing 

Joe Maez Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 

Keli Callahan Nevada Water Environment Association 

Greg Turner Nevada Water Environment Association 

Paul Krauth Utah Division of Environmental Quality 

 

 

3. Public Comment (Current Agenda Items) 

No public comment was heard. 

 

4. Approval of Meeting Minutes from November 05, 2015 

Motion to approve the minutes was made by Member Joyner and seconded by Member Solvie.  

Chairman Edwards called for a vote.  Member Drinkwater abstained. Motion carried. 
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MEETING  MINUTES  (continued) 

5. Program Administrator’s (PA’s) Report 

5.1. Budget Review 

Program Administrator Ashley and Chairman Edwards presented the new proposed budget for 

presentation to the NWEA Executive Board.  Discussion on line items that showed changes 

from the previous year were discussed.  Of note, the telephone hotline and internet costs have 

been reduced to zero as they were absorbed by Western Sales as part of the business contract.  

Also reduced was the travel and mileage item because the new Program Administrators live 

locally and do not have to travel like Jennifer did to conduct business.  The miscellaneous 

category contains the Workman’s Comp insurance premium and discussions are occurring to 

determine whether the Certification Board or the Executive Board should burden those costs 

independently or jointly.  Chairman Edwards noted that under the item ABC Testing Services, 

the IWI exam administration fee has increased to $400 from $220.  Program Administrator 

Ashley noted that even though this was budgeted, since 2012 we have not paid anything as 

ABC has failed to bill for the service.  Member Solvie clarified that this fee is for administering 

the exam as it is the only prescriptive exam in Nevada.  The correct total budget, expenses and 

revenue was discussed.   

 

Member Solvie motioned to approve the budget as discussed and Member Oswalt seconded 

the motion.  Chairman Edwards called for a vote. The motion passed.        

 

5.2. Certification Examination Update 

Program Administrators Ashley and Jake discussed the current number of exams that have been 

administered for the various disciplines.  Program Administrator Ashley noted that the IWI exam break-

down to a small number of manageable categories for conversion to the electronic examination 

process is being spear-headed by Member Solvie.  Member Solvie suggested that a small group 

convene to review the questions, determine the categories and parse the questions.  He will schedule 

something and look for participants.   

 

Program Administrator Jake noted that the passing rates observed in our program for the lower exam 

grades in the various disciplines is not significantly different from the national averages presented by 

Applied Measurement Professional, Inc. (AMP) at the ABC Annual Conference in Denver this past 

January.  He noted that because of the small number of exams, small numbers of failures can skew the 

pass/fail percentage.  Member Solvie noted, however, that the higher level exam passing rates are 

significantly lower. 
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MEETING  MINUTES  (continued) 

Discussion was had regarding first time versus repeat examination.  Member Solvie noted that many 

states require examinees to take approved training if they fail an exam after a number of consecutive 

attempts and is addressed in NWEA’s Program Assessment.  Program Administrator Ashley noted that 

they are working on training videos for specific topics for the new member site.  She also noted that 

they are tracking repeat exams and working with ABC to get the same information for the written 

exams.            

 

Discussion was had regarding changing the report format once the information is available.  

 

5.3. Continuing Education Units (CEUs) Participation 

5.3.1. Time-Frame for Accepting Eligible CEU’s 

Program Administrator Ashley explained that the policy is not clear on the acceptance of 

CEU’s earned outside of a reasonable timeframe being accepted for the initial 

certification nor is it clear that the same CEU’s can be used for multiple disciplines.  She 

would like direction on imposing a statute of limitations on the “age” of the CEU’s to be 

accepted and the number of disciplines to which the same CEU’s can be applied.  

Member Solvie noted that this would require approval of every CEU course for each 

relevant discipline.  Member Risso noted that the Model Standards addresses this very 

topic and it was hotly debated as well.  Member Drinkwater noted some similarity 

between the engineering exam and drinking water program.  He also noted that the lack 

of current CEU’s could be correlated to the higher level exams having poorer pass/fail 

rates.  Member Solvie suggested that the Program Administrators look into limitations 

other programs may have.      

 

5.4. Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) Update 

Program Administrator Ashley noted that many of the SOPs have been reviewed, revised and 

or updated but there are a few more to be reviewed or created.  Now that she has gone 

through the budget process with Chairman Edwards, she will be revising the SOP for this 

process. 

  

5.5. Water Spot Update 

Program Administrator Ashley noted that Program Administrator Jake will be writing an article 

for Tri-State and reminded everyone that the deadline for article submission is the end of the 

month (April 30th) to Candice Elder.  Member Oswalt noted that his article has already been 

submitted.   
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MEETING  MINUTES  (continued) 

5.6. Website Update 

Program Administrator Ashley noted that she had updated profile pictures and biographies on the 

website.  She reminded a few members that their photos and bios are still needed. 

 noted that the website had been updated to reflect current training opportunities. 

 

6. Policies and Procedures 

Chairman Edwards noted that while there is nothing specific to be discussed at this time, based on 

conversations with NDEP over the program review, we will likely have significant work to add new or revise 

existing policies. 

 

7. Association of Boards of Certification (ABC) Update 

Member Solvie noted that the week of April 20th, subject matter experts and Scheme Committee members 

will be gathering in Olathe, Kansas for an Item Writing Workshop.  He noted that this is the biggest meeting 

that ABC sponsors and it is being held in Kansas because ABC’s new psychometric consultant, Applied 

Measurement Professionals, Inc. (AMP), is based out of Olathe.  The AMP’s psychometricians will provide 

oversight to the scheme committees in reviewing and writing new items for the testing bank that will be 

used for the next round of standardized exams that should be coming out early next year.  Member Solvie 

explained what a psychometrician is and how knowledge is measured.  He also explained the difference 

between a certificate program and a certification program.  Member Solvie talked about the evolution and 

legal aspects of using pychometrically valid exams going back to the 1970’s.  He talked about the process of 

creating and validating a psychometrically valid exam.  Member Risso discussed the process of how 

statistical values are assigned and measured for each question that help to scientifically prove if a question 

is good and valid. 

 

Member Solvie noted that since Nevada uses the standardized exams without modification, there is an 

opportunity to pursue dual certification for the state and the Professional Operator (PO) designation from 

ABC.  He noted that since the ABC eligibility requirements are more stringent, operators who apply for and 

meet the ABC standards for PO would meet the state requirements and since the exam is the same, the 

difference would be in paying the additional fees for the certification.  There was brief discussion on the 

“Alternative Paths” for certification and the requirements with regards to testing facilities and proctoring of 

exams to meet the stricter ABC standards.  
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MEETING  MINUTES  (continued) 

8. Certification Program review 

8.1. ABC’s Model Standards Conformity Assessment Report 

Member Solvie noted that the ABC Assessment and NWEA recommendation report have been 

completed and have been submitted to NDEP for review.  He noted that we should change the agenda 

topic to “Program Assessment” to more accurately reflect the current process.  Member Solvie gave a 

brief history noting that NWEA has done operator certification since the 1960’s and worked with NDEP 

through three legislative sessions to make operator certification mandatory in 1992.  He noted that 

language exists in the legislation for third party administration which has been done for many years 

through a “Memorandum of Understanding” (MOU).   A few years ago, because of legal concerns, the 

third party administration was changed to a contract.  This last contract negotiation required that the 

program be reviewed by an independent third party, which is how the ABC assessment came to be 

conducted.   

    

9. NV Division of Environmental Protection Update 

Joe Maez noted that they had received the assessment and the report.  He asked about how the discussions 

and next steps would be taken.  Member Solvie noted that the point of contact is with Keli Callahan as 

President of NWEA and she would be coordinating a smaller group of people, comprised of executive board 

and certification board members, to meet and discuss the assessment and report with NDEP.  Joe noted that 

he would contact Keli in a few weeks when they have had time to review the packet. 

 

Joe noted that new reuse regulations are being drafted and a new category of water, A+, is being created.  

He is glad to see that the certification exams will be addressing the new technology that may be associated 

with achieving this standard of water so that a “new” certification does not have to be created.   

 

Joe noted that Cliff Lawson is leaving for a position at Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) so 

there are still some changes in organizational structure coming within NDEP.     

 

10. Water & Wastewater Operators Forum Update 

Program Administrator Jake was not able to attend the meeting due to a scheduling conflict. 
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MEETING  MINUTES  (continued) 

11. Educational Opportunities / Training Updates 

Program Administrator Ashley noted that Jennifer Diamond is actively recruiting new classes and training 

opportunities.  She noted that we will have more classes approved for CEU’s this year than we have had in 

past years and many of them are free.  Guest Paul Krauth mentioned that if the transition to mandatory 

CEU’s occurs, we should consider pre-approving repeat courses in the interest of time.  Program 

Administrator Ashley noted that repeat classes are considered approved unless changes are made to the 

course.  She noted that both the class and the instructor are approved; if either changes, the class or the 

instructor, it must be re-submitted for approval.    

 

Chairman Edwards noted that sometime after the conference, an email blast to the certified community 

noting all the current approved courses should be sent.  Guest Krauth noted the Utah sends quarterly 

updates.   

 

12. Public Comment 

Keli Callahan, NWEA President thanked the members of the Certification Board for all their hard work and 

efforts the past year.   

 

No other public comment was heard. 

 

13. New Business 

Program Administrator Jake addressed the issue of Stormwater certification, noting that each state 

seems to be handling it independently with regards to credentialing.  He asked what direction NDEP 

will be taking regarding this topic.  Program Administrator Jake asked for guidance to look to the 

future for providing additional services.  Joe Maez noted that they really haven’t taken a direction.  

While they support and encourage people involved in stormwater regulation and oversight to obtain 

many of the national credentials that are available, they have not taken a position.  He said they are 

investigating the creation of a bureau for stormwater.  Joe noted that if they did move forward, it 

may be through an independent company like EnviroServe. 

 

No new business was heard. 
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MEETING  MINUTES  (continued) 

14. Next Board Meeting 

Member Risso made a motion to hold the next Board meeting on Thursday, July 14, 2016 at 0900 in 

Las Vegas.  Member Solvie seconded.  Chairman Edwards called for a vote.  Motion carried. 

  

15. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn was made by Member Risso and seconded by Member Drinkwater.  Chairman 

Edwards called for a vote.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:48 AM. 


